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Holocaust - July - 1983
As reporied by International Mass Media.

. .. '"We cannot think about the lives of Tamil people'. ..

On the 11th July 1983, two weeks before the holocaust of July and August,
President Jayawardene, in an interview with Tan Ward of Daily Telegraph,
announced to the world: "I am not worried about the opinion of the Tamil People . .
. now, we cannot think of them, not about their lives or their opinion."

The Economist reported on_August 6th 1983: "But for days the soldiers and
policemen were unengaged or, in some cases, apparently abetting the attackers,
numerous eyewitnesses attest that soldiers and policemen stood by while Colombo
burned.”

The Daily Express reported on August 29th 1983: "A tourist told yesterday how
she watched in horror as a Sinhala mob deliberately burned alive a bus-load Tamils .

.. there was no mercy. Women, children and old people were slaughtered. Police
and soldiers did nothing to stop the genocide."

A report in_the New Statesman of August 28th 1983: "In Mount Lavinia, a
suburb of Colombo, thugs were led by UNP Councillor Tissa Abeysekera.
T, e and Wattala, Joseph Michael Perera, deputy Minister of Labour led his
thugs. In the Maradana area of Colombo, thugs bought in from up to 100 miles
away and loyal to Prime Minister R Premadasa, to Transport Minister M H
Mohamed and Industries Minister Cyril Mathew were identified by eyewitnesses."

Ian Ward describes the scene in the Daily Telegraph of August 6th 1983:
"News of the extent of the violence directed at the centre of Nuwara Elya by Sinhala
mobs was somehow contained by the town's remoteness . . . but no point in
Colombo or the surrounding suburbs matched the mess . . . whole blocks have been
reduced to charred rubble. Only a handful of provision shops belonging to Sinhala
traders remained . . . remarkably, only sixteen people died in the inferno."

Reuters' representative in Colombo sent a dispatch datelined July 29th which
said:

"Panic swept through Colombo today and thousands of office workers rushed home
early after reports that the Sri Lanka capital had been infiltrated by Guerrillas.
Government spokesman Douglas liyanage confirmed to reporters that twelve men
suspected of belonging to a Guerrilla Movement had been arrested and taken to a2
police station the centre of the city. There was no confirmation of rumours that the
twelve had been snipping at troops from buildings."



The Sixth Amendment to the Constitution was passed by Parliament a few days
thereafter and it gave effect President Jayawardene's planned response. It was an
Amendment which violated Article 25 of the International Covenant of Civil and
Political Rights - a convention which Sri Lanka has ratified. The Chairman of the
Executive Committee of Justice, the British section of the International Commission
of Jurists, reported in March 1984: "The freedom to express public opinions, to seek
to persuade others of their merits, to seek to persuade Parliament to give effect to
them, are all fundamental to democracy itself. Those are precisely the freedoms
which Article 25 of the Covenant recognises and guarantees - and, in respect of
advocacy for the establishment of an independent Tamil state in Sri Lanka, those
which the Sixth Amendment is designed to outlaw. It therefore appears to me plain
that this enactment constitutes a clear violation by Sri Lanka of its obligations in
international law under the Covenant.”

Ian Ward reported in the Daily Telegraph on July 26th 1983, what President

Jayawardene had said in an interview: "The more you put pressure
in the north, the happier the Sinhala people will be here. Really, if starve the Tamils

out, the Sinhala people will be happy."

In 1983, when David Selbourne, the Oxford don, expressed his concern at the
continuing oppression of the Tamils of Sri Lanka, the government of Sri Lanka said
that his concern was left-inspired. In 1983, when Aquino was shot dead in broad
daylight in Manila, President Marcos said: "The killing was left-inspired. We are
reminded of Hitler in 1930 and the burning of the Reichastag - that too was left-
inspired at least according to Hitler.

The Guardian reported on April 17th 1984: "Most of the dead are admitted to
have been passers-by shot at random by vengeful infantrymen. They reportedly
included men and women in their sixties . . . when they (the security services) cannot
find known suspects, they detain their fathers or brothers." .

~ The International Commission of Justice reported in March 1984: ". . . the

scale and size of terrorism in Sri Lanka is not such as to constitute a public
emergency threatening the life of the nation . . . and so does not justify the measures
permanently derogating from the rights guaranteed by the Covenant . . . In
particular, the prevention of Terrorism Act 1979 infringes many of Sri Lanka's
obligations under the International Covenant of Civil and Political Rights, while no’
emergency has been officially proclaimed . . . and some of its provisions would be an
ugly blot on the statute book of any civilised country . . . if terrorism is to be
contained or eliminated the legitimate expectations of the Tamil community must be
met. . ."
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Destruction of the Hindu Temples in Sri Lanka,
Plight of theTamil Workers in Sri Lanka
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